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were so strongly affected that they confessed their sins publicly on the
spot. After sermons, he was detained very long in hearing confessions,
He often cast himself at the feet of others, to entreat them to pardot
injuries, or to make some necessary satisfaction to their neighbours. His
love of heavenly things made all temporal affairs seem to him burdensome
and tedious.

He earnestly solicited Pope Innocent II for leave to resign his bishopric,
that he might die in solitude;  but was never able to obtain his request
God was pleased to purify his soul by a lingering illness before he called
him to himself.   Some time before his death he lost his memory for every-
thing but his prayers;  the psalter and the Lord's prayer he recited with
great devotion, almost without intermission;   and he was said to have
repeated the last three hundred times in one night.    Being told that so
constant an attention would increase his distemper, he said, " It is quite
otherwise;   by prayer I always find myself stronger."    St Hugh left us
by his invincible patience a proof of the fervour of his charity.   Under
the sharpest pains, he never let fall one word of complaint nor mentioned
what he suffered; his whole concern seemed only to be for others.   When
any assisted him, he expressed the greatest confusion and thankfulness:
if he had given the least trouble to anyone, he would beg to receive the
discipline, and because no one would give it to him, would confess his
fault, as he called it, and implore the divine mercy with tears.   The like
sentiments we read in the relation of the deaths of many of the holy monks
of La Trappe.   Dom. Bennet, under the most racking pains, when turned
in his bed, said, " You lay me too much at my ease."   Dom. Charles would
not cool his mouth with a little water in the raging heat of a violent fever.
Such examples teach us at least to blush at and condemn our murmurs
and impatience under sickness.   The humility of St Hugh was the more
surprising, because everyone approached him with the greatest reverence
and affection, and thought it a happiness if they were allowed in any thing
to serve him.   Jt was his constant prayer, in which he begged his dear
Carthusians and all others to join him, that God would extinguish in his
heart all attachment to creatures, that his pure love might reign in all his
affections.   One said to him, " Why do you weep so bitterly, who never
offended God by any wilful crime? "   He replied, " Vanity and inordinate
affections suffice to damn a soul.    It is only through the divine mercy
that we can hope to be saved, and shall we ever cease to implore it?"
If anyone  spoke   of news in his presence, he  checked them, saying,
** This life is all given us for weeping and penance, not for idle discourses.
He closed his penitential course on the ist of April, in 1132, wanting
only two months of being eighty years old, of which he had been fifty-
two years bishop.   Miracles attested the sanctity of his happy death; and
he was canonized by Innocent II in 1134.